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Current status of diving fishermen in Japan —
Distribution, age and diving method—

Hisayoshi Takeuchi* and Motohiko Mohri*
*Japan Marine Science & Technology Center
(JAMSTEC), Yokosuka, Kanagawa, 237 JAPAN

A questionary survey was carried out for 2,135
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Associations
(CFCA) to obtain updated informations on diving
fishermen in Japan. This survey covered their
total number, diving purposes and methods. By
the end of August of 1986, 2,125 answers were
delivered and following results were revealed.

1. There were approximately 16,600 diving
fishermen (13,000 male and 3,600 female) in
Japan, who were entirely or mainly engaged in
diving fishery.

2. Peak of age distribution were between 30s
and 50s in male, 40s and 60s in female.

3. Although diving method varied according to
the difference of locality, breathhold diving oc-
cupied about 64%.

4. To protect body and prevent heat loss during
diving, about 93% of divers used wet suits
routinely.
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5. Common problems CFCA concerned seriously
were those relevant to sea resources, poachers
and successors.
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