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Age and gender statistics from a 10-year investigation of recreational divers in Japan
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The population of active recreational divers was estimated as approximately 350,000 to 400,000 by
research conducted by questionnaire at Osesaki, West Izu peninsula, for the past ten years. This
research was also based on the number of C-cards (Certificated cards) issued. The average age of
divers has increased annually as a result of the participation of more senior divers. For the past ten
years the ratio of female divers shifted to around 45% in recreational divers, and it has increased to 20
% from 15% in instructor divers.
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Fig.1 Average age of Recreational Divers(RD)and Instructor
Divers (ID) over 10-year period. Shows a gradual
increase in average age of male diver over the study
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Fig.2 Percentage of divers over 50 years old, by year,
showing the increase in age of both recreational and
instructor divers.

period.
1 95,000
- 0= -RD
12 —e—ID -— 90,000
—— average / ‘\\

years of experience

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

fiscal year

85,000

80,000 \

75,000 \/\:\
70,000 \A'_Kof

65,000

issued C—card nimber

60,000
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

fiscal year

Fig.3 Increase in years of experience for divers and
instructors, by year.
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Fig.5 Estimate of breakdown of diver population as
recreational or instructor divers.
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