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A view on the level of medical care for decompression-induced disorders in Japan
— Estimated from the emails forwarded to the private web site of diving medicine —

Tomosumi Ikeda

Division of Environmental Medicine, National Defense Medical College Research Institute

Of 45 decompression-related emails forwarded to the private web site on diving medicine, 30 were
consultations on mailers' symptoms and complaints after surfacing. The breakdown of 30 emails is as
follows; 6 with positive diagnosis for decompression-induced disorders, 12 negative, 5 with diagnosis
not determined and 7 not requiring diagnosis. Among 6 positive cases 3 were not properly treated at
a principal hospital for diving casualties. They did not receive recompression treatment. The level of
medical care for decompression-induced disorders in Japan is far from satisfactory.
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