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Hyperbaric oxygenation therapy for adhesive
postoperative small-bowel obstruction

Katsuro Kuroki,
Atsuro Kuroki
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* Kuroki Gastrointestinal Surgical Hospital

We compared the treatment course in patients with
adhesive postoperative small-bowel obstruction (ASBO)
before and after hyperbaric oxygenation therapy (HBO)
was introduced. After the introduction of HBO, the
number of patients who required treatment with a long
tube markedly decreased (39%—9%). There was no
significant difference in the rate of ASBO improvement
by preservative treatment, and the treatment period was
slightly shortened. The procedure of HBO is easier
than the long tube procedure, and is less stressful for
patients. Therefore, HBO should be performed first in
patients with moderate ASBO.

In patients with ASBO, we analyzed the body

temperature, leukocyte count, presence or absence of
vomiting, abdominal X-ray photograph findings, and
clinical course in patients with repeated episodes of
ASBO. However, it was difficult to establish an index of
which conditions respond most favorably to HBO .
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