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Hyperbaric oxygenation therapy in Kagoshima
University Hospital

Hiroshi Dohgomori*, Kazuhiro Arikawa*, Hiroaki
Kubo*, Goryu Morikawa*, Nozomu Yoshimura*
*Division of Emergency Medicine, Kagoshima
University Hospital.

Between 1993 and 1997, the number of patients
who received the hyperbaric oxygenation (HBO)
therapy in Kagoshima University Hospital in-
creased by a factor of three, and the percentage
who were in a serious condition rose from 309% to
40% of all those selected for such therapy. These
increases were probably the result of increasing
awareness of HBO therapy among doctors in the
hospital and the realization that good outcomes
can be achieved.

If this therapy is to be used more widely in
future, it is imperative that we establish the
safety of the therapy even more firmly than now,
and that we use rigorous scientific methods both
to determine the indications for its use and to
evaluate the results. This should encourage more
doctors to apply HBO therapy with confidence to
a greater number of seriously ill patients and
more patients in total.
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