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Role of carotid body activities in diving reflex
in humans

Yoshiyuki Honda*

*Department of Physiology, School of Medicine,
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Circulatory and respiratory activities to sus-
tained hypoxia were compared between the
patients with bilateral carotid body resection and
control subjects. Thus, the isolated activity of
the carotid body (CB) and that of inflation reflex
(IR) in humans were estimated. Based on this
estimation, role of CB in the diving was assumed
to contribute the elevated blood pressure and
total periphetral resistance whereas apnea during
diving may account for the decreased heart rate
and cardiac output due to loss of IR.
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