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Decompression Sickness of Japanese Diving Fi-
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From 1981 to 1990, 128 diving fishermen were
treated for decompression sickness. Age ranged
from 17 to 53 (average 32.2 years old). In regard
to the diving method, 8 divers used a hooka
mask, 21 divers used a helmet, and 99 divers used
SCUBA. Clinical findings revealed that the most
frequent symptom was bends found in 97 cases
(75.8 %). Paralysis was present in 12 cases (9.4 %).
Headache or vertigo was found in 11 cases (8.6
%). Dyispnea or chest pain (Chokes) was found in
8 cases (6.2 %). The latency time of each type
was analysed. 96 of 119 (80.6 %) evidenced
symptomatology within 30 minutes. Site of bends
was found in lower spine (5.0 %), shoulder (39.9
%), elbow (22.2 %), hip (4.4 %), knee (26.6 %) and
in hand (1.9 %). Some of their diving profile were
evaluated by agarose method. Recompression
therapy was remarkably effective. Good result
was found in 121 (94.5 %), fair result was found in
6(4.7 %) and poor resulf was found in 1 (0.8 %).
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