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Two cases of suicidal hanging were reported,
which received hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO).
One case had had already brain damage in left
hemisphere due to intracerebral hematoma before
hanging. After suicidal attempt, both cases
became coma and no clinical improvement was
recog nized by HBO. Severe brain edema and
low density area in brain stem were noted on CT
scan, which suggested occlusion of internal ca-
rotid and vertebral artery by hanging. One case
went into vegetative state, and another died five
days after hanging.

EEG and SEP were recorded before, during and
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after HBO to evalauate latent changes of brain
function. EEG and SEP were almost flat before
HBO. Significant improvement on EEG was not
observed during and after HBO, however, SEP
was improved during HBO in both cases, and the
functional reversibility (ischemic penumbra) was
suspected. But, the improvement of SEP was
transient, and disappeared just after HBO.
Thusly, therapeutic effect of HBO could not be
confirmed in such severe cases. And, EEG and
SEP was considered to be useful to evaluate the
indicationability of HBO for such cases.
(author’s abstract)
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®1 OFFEROBNATRA®E (Hockaday 57)

Grade | Within normal limits: a Alpha rhythm

b Predominant alpha with rare theta

Grade Il Mildly abnormal: a Predominant theta, with rare alpha
b Predominant theta, with some delta
Grade 111 Moderately abnormal: a Delta, mixed with theta and rare alpha

b Predominant delta, with no other activity

Grade IV Severely abnormal:

a Diffuse delta, with brief isoelectric intervals

b Scattered delta in some leads only with absence
of activity in other leads

Grade Vv Extermely abnormal: a A nearly flat record
b No EEG at all
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