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Safer Decompression Schedules for High-Alti-
tude Diving

Hisashi Yano*
*The Nippon Salvage Company Ltd. Moji Branch

A high-altitude diving operation was carried out
by The Nippon Salvage Company Ltd., at the
water depth of approximately 42 meters at 1670
meters above sea level of Darius dam, Shiraz, Iran.
The 416 actual strenuous working dives were per-
formed by 8 professional divers using surface sup-
plied air gear for 4 months beginning on October
1st, 1979. The divers used the high-altitude
decompression tables which were developed by
Swiss investigators and never experienced any
symptoms of insufficient decompression time.
The purpose of this report is to state our experi-
ence of high-altitude decompression and to con-
tribute to safer commercial and sports divings at
high-altitude.
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1 Typical Diving Schedules per Day
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%1 Decompression Data of Actual Working Dives

Number Depth Atmospheric  Total Bottom Decom. Time

of (meters) pressure  Pressure time time interval
div ers (at.) (at) (min) (min) (min)
Nonrepetitive 5 3—30 0.81 1.11—3.81 7—45 0—16
1 35 4.31 7 13
1 35 4.31 30 55
1 36 4.41 20 31
1 38 4.61 11—15 24
2 38 4.61 16—20 31
2 38 4.61 21—25 44
4 38 4.61 26—30 55
2 40 4.81 16—20 31
5 40 4.81 26—30 55
8 42 5.01 11—15 30
19 42 5.01 16—20 42
32 42 5.01 21—25 54
306 42 5.01 26—30 76
Total 389
Repetitive 1 35 0.81 4.31 4 7 266
1 35 4.31 7 19 285
1 35 4.31 26 55 185
4 42 5.01 21—25 54 200—237
6 42 5.01 23—27 76 156—189
14 42 5.01 26—30 76 199—262
Total 27
451
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——  Swiss schedule

———— Japanese shedule )
(without correction)
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®2 Comparison of Decompression Schedules
for 42m X 30min dive
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