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Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy for Aphasia

H. Kawahigashi*, K.Sasaki*, Y. Gotoh*, K. Furu
kawa* and Y. Nakagawa**

*Department of Anesthesiology and **Neurosurge-
ry Hokkaido University School of Medicine, Sap
poro

Hyperbaric oxygenation affects central nervous
system function and the cerebral circulation. The
present study was undertaken to evaluate the
therapeutic effects of hyperbaric oxygen therapy
on aphasia, caused after occlusive cerebrovascular
disorders.

Subjects were 9 patients refered to our depart-
ment by the department of neurosurgery. They
were treated by exposure to pure oxygen at an
absolute two atmospheric pressure for one hour.
This tretment was performed from 2 to 27 times
(mean 14 times). The apparatus used was an
oxygen chamber supplied by Vickers Ltd.

Beneficial effect was obsreved in 7 out of 9 cases.
Generally speaking, the earlier the therapy was
started, the more sufficient effect could be ob-
tained. Though the number of cases was small, we
concluded that hyperbaric oxygen therapy was
useful mode of treatment for aphasia, followed by
cerebrovascular disorders.
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