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Hyperbaric oxygen therapy for sudden deafness

H. Inoue*, K. Seki*, K. Yoshioka*, T.Watanuki**,
K. Itsubo** and S. Omono**

*Department of Otolaryngology and **Department
of Surgery, School of Medicine, Tokyo Jikeikai
University

Purpose and Method: One group of nineteen pa-
tients, who had experienced sudden deafness two
weeks before their hospitalization, were treated by
both OHP and drug therapy.

A second group of eighteen patients, who had
also experienced sudden deafness two weeks before
their hospitalization, were treated by drug therapy
alone.

Patients in both groups suffered complete deaf-
ness or more than 60 dB hearing loss in most cases.
The results of each treatment were compared.

Results: In the first group treated by the OHP
method, there were eight patients who experienced
remarkable improvement, seven with partial im-
provement and four with no apparent improve-
ment.

However, among the four patients with no ap-
parent improvement, there were, three where
symptoms of sudden deafness had appeared from
one month to one year previous to the start of
medical treatment.

Among other group of eighteen patients, who
were treated by drug therapy only, there were
seven patients who experienced remarkable im-
provement in hearing, three with some improve-
ment and eight patients with no improvement.
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