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The Diving Patterns of The Patients of Decom-
pression Sickness in Okinawa

O. Kakinohana*, S.Oyama*, K.Hanashiro** and
T. Yusa* **

*Hyperbaric Unit and **Department of Anesthesi-
ology, Ryukyu University Hospital, Okinawa 902

Number of the patients of decompression sick-
ness treated with our hyperbaric chamber is in-
creasing year by year. Especially in 1979, 69 cases
were treated. This alarming situation has caused
us to investigate about the diving patterns of the
patients in Okinawa, The informations were
obtained from the patients by our staffs’ direct
questions about their diving techniques; patterns
(depth, duration, decompression procedure and
exposure times per day), diving experiences, past
attacks of decompression sickness and so on.

These are the results of 35 cases who were treat-

ed between October, 1979 and June, 1980, especially
comparing the usual diving patterns and the pat-
terns at the time of affection.

In diving fishermen (31 cases), the patterns were
different according to the fishing techniques, and
the patterns at the time of affection were slightly
different from those of usual.

In occupational divers (4 cases), the patterns
were adherent to the diving manual, even at the
time of affection.
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R EBRBEOBKA G-
; BKEE P IKERE R TR PR RERERE
PR (m) (min) min) | (miny | #E
A 4.9 26.6 40.0 2.7 22.8
$R & 25
B 4.2 30.6 43.6 2.6 20.8
A 9.3 41.7 30.0 2.0 46.7
B\ A LT 6
B 8.5 45.0 39.2 1.2 40.0
A 2.0
B K =+ 4
B 1.5 39.0 55.0 120.0
* A BE OBK B EBRFE K
RII RBEOFE
Bends Meéniére |Spinal cord| Chokes Brain Total
#R xR 21 1 2 1 0 25
B VA Lo 2 1 3 0 0 6
# K =+ 3 0 1 0 0 4
Total 26 2 6 1 0 35
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